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San Francesco Golden Jubilee Year (1967-2017)

San Francesco is an ever growing, spiritually active, 
enthusiastic, caring, participative community, 

reaching out to all among and around us

Through the ages, Almighty God has moved his people to build 
houses of prayer and praise, and to set apart places for the 

ministry of his holy Word and Sacraments. 
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SAN FRANCESCO PARISH

DOWN MEMORY LANE

1967 - 2017



HISTORY
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• In the mid-60’s, the Italian community, felt a need to have 
Mass said in Italian and approached Bishop Green in this 
regard who contacted the Franciscan order in Bologna

• Fathers Alberto and Albertazzi were the 1st priests to arrive
• Mass in Italian was first said at the St Francis Chapel at 29 

Heugh Rd in the house belonging to the Prata family
• The present property was purchased and the Presbytery 

was built which was used for Mass for a while as the 
planning and fundraising for the new church was organized 

• The church was finally blessed by Bishop Green on 
10 September 1967

• The first Holy Mass was celebrated by the parish priest, Fr 
Alfredo, on 19 November 1967



1967-1986 1986-1995 1995-1997 1997-1998 1998-1999

Fr Alfredo 

Casadio

Fr Alberto de 

Vito

Deacon John 

Slim

Fr Sean Cahill Fr Peter 

Weisswange

1999-2003 2003-2005 2005-2007 2008-2012 2012-present

Fr Bart 

Prendiville

Fr Trevor 

Mufweba

Fr Ken 

Reynolds

Fr Dominic 

Griego

Fr Ashok 

Brahmane

PARISH PRIESTS AND DEACONS:



1966 NOV – FIRST TREE CUT FOR CHURCH                     
BUILDING

5

FR ALBERTAZZI
& GABBY 

CHIOCCHETTI



1967 SEP – BLESSING OF NEW CHURCH 
BUILDING
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BISHOP GREEN
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1971 – WEDDING, MARCO & SANDRA
BERENISCO
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1972 – WEDDING 
GAIL & ALAN TAVERNER

WITH FR ALFREDO
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1972
FIRST COMMUNION
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1972 – FETE CONVENED BY MRS FIELDING, IN 
PICTURE WITH JOHN VIEIRA & FR ALFREDO
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1974 – CHRISTENING, FRANCO CHIOCCHETTI
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1974 – WEDDING 
MARA PASINI ALBERTS

WITH 
FR ALFREDO
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1975  – FIRST  COMMUNION

Damian Vieira

23 NOVEMBER
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1975 – 1ST COMMUNION 
TANIA CHIOCCHETTI

WITH 
BISHOP MURPHY
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1976 – WEDDING,  GARY & KAREN DU PLESSIS
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1977 – FIRST COMMUNION 
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1977 – FIRST COMMUNION
TANIA GERTENBACH DORINO ZUCCOLLO
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1977 

KATRYN BOSCH

FAMILY
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1978 – FIRST CWL APRONS 
MADE BY BETH VIEIRA

ELAINE ADAMS
SERVING TEA
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1979 – CHRISTENING
MARINA BERENISCO (FR ALFREDO)



21

1979 – 50TH WEDDING 
ANNIVERSARY

VIRGILIO & MARIA 
COSTANZO

(VISITING FROM ITALY) 
WITH FR ALFREDO
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1980’S  – FIRST COMMUNION



1983 – FR ALFREDO 
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SACRISTY BEHIND 
SANCTUARY/ALTAR
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1983 – 1ST COMMUNION FRANCO CHIOCCHETTI
WITH FR ALFREDO AND GAIL TAVERNER
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1984 – FIRST COMMUNION DARIO BERENISCO
WITH FR ALFREDO



26

1985 – WEDDING
MICHELLE MACKLIN &
ROBERTO ZUCCOLLO
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1985 – CHRISTENING CLAIRE CHOWLES &               
FIRST COMMUNION IN 1990’S
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1986 – CHRISTENING 
MARA PASINI ALBERTS WITH FR ALBERTO
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1988 – CHRISTENING, DINO ZUCCOLLO
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1988 – 1ST COMMUNION, MARINA BERENISCO
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1989 – WEDDING, TANIA CHIOCCHETTI &
MARTINO FORMENTO
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1991 – CHRISTENING, MATTHEW KENNEDY.
ANGELA & CHRIS WITH FR ALBERTO
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1991 – 8 MAR, FR ALBERTO’S 50TH JUBILEE AS 
PRIEST

CAKE BAKED BY CWL
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FIRST COMMUNION

LORRAINE & JACKLYN

JERMAINE DOLLEY 1992
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1995 – FIRST COMMUNION



36

1997 – FR SEAN



37

1997 – FIRST COMMUNION
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1997 – FIRST COMMUNION
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1997 – INSTALLATION OF 
STATUE OF ST FRANCIS &
LANDSCAPING
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1997 – LADSCAPING AFTER INSTALLATION OF 
STATUE OF ST FRANCIS
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1997 – LANDSCAPING AFTER INSTALLATION 
OF STATUE OF ST FRANCIS
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1997 – CHURCH MAINTENANCE
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1997 – CHURCH MAINTENANCE
Taking a break 

or working?
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1997 – BLESSING OF STATUE OF ST FRANCIS
BISHOP COLEMAN
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1997 – GENTS CLEANING UP IN KITCHEN
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1997 – FAMILY DAY/FUN RUN
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1997 – FAMILY DAY/FUN RUN 
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1997 – FAMILY DAY/FUN RUN 
Bishop Coleman
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1997 – NATIVITY PLAY
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1997 – NATIVITY PLAY
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1997 – CHRISTMAS PARTY



52

1998 – ONE OF FIRST BURIALS IN GARDEN OF 
REMEMBRANCE
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1998 – FAMILY DAY/FUN RUN (JUNE)
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1998 – FAMILY DAY/FUN RUN

Fr. Peter

Whose the rooster?
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1998 – FAMILY DAY/FUN RUN
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1998 – FAMILY DAY/FUN RUN
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1999 – FR PETER 
WEISSWANGE
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2003 – BROTHERS LANCE & DOMINIC
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2004 – HALL 
REVAMPING (MARCH)

TAKING A 
DRINKS 
BREAK!
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2004 – HALL REVAMPING, LADIES SEWING 
CURTAINS FOR HALL



61

2004 – FOOD EVENING PREPARATION (APRIL) 
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2004 – FOOD EVENING (APRIL)

PROF MAYR ALSO AT FOOD 
EVENING
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2004 – SHEBEEN EVENING ON CHURCH 
GROUNDS – OCT (BUNNY CHOW AND ..)
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2005 – PAPAL AWARD FOR DEDICATED 
SERVICE – BERYL WILKEN

WITH            

FR TREVOR
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2005 – VISITING PRIEST, FR VINCENT, WITH 
CHRIS
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2005 – FIRST COMMUNION IN MAY

WITH            

FR TREVOR
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2007 – GEORGE & GLADYS ROBERTS            
50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY BLESSING

BY            

FR KEN
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2009 – WEDDING, 
LORRAINE & TREVOR

FEINAUER



69

2009 – CHRISTENING, DAKOTA ROBERTS
BY FR DOMINIC
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2010 – FIRST 

COMMUNION
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2011 – CHRISTMAS NIGHT MASS 
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2012 – STATIONS OF THE CROSS
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2012 – FIRST COMMUNION (SEPT)



74

2012 – BUILDING 
EXTENSION PROJECT STUDY 

Current

Proposed
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2012/13 – BUILDING 
EXTENSION PROJECT 
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2012/13 – BUILDING 
EXTENSION PROJECT 
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2013 – CHRISTENING, MIA ROBERTS
BY FR ASHOK



REDEDICATION OF SAN FRANCESCO CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

6 OCTOBER 2013















Almighty God, we thank you for making us in your image, to share in the ordering of your 
world. Receive the work of our hands in this place, now to be set apart for your worship, the 
building up of the living, and the remembrance of the dead, to the praise and glory of your 

Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.







Painted and

Donated by

Michelle Puggia

Franciscan Tau made and 

donated by Debbie Badenhorst



Our sincere appreciation for your generosity 

in contributing  ¼ Million Rand towards             

Pews & Stained Windows



Existing windows
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2014 – BISHOP ZUNGU, 1ST MASS AT SANFRAN



2014 – PASCAL MEAL (APR)
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2014 – STATIONS OF THE CROSS (CHILDREN)



97

2014 – CWL FASHION SHOW (4 OCTOBER)
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2014 – SEP,
LAUNCH OF 
OUR OWN 
PARISH 

WEBSITE 

http://sanfrancescoparish.wix.com/san-francesco-parish

http://sanfrancescoparish.wix.com/san-francesco-parish


INTERNATIONAL FOOD EVENING –
ORGANISED BY THE SVDP GROUP
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2014 – IFE (OCTOBER)
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2014 – INTERNATIONAL FOOD EVENING (OCT)
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2014 – INTERNATIONAL FOOD EVENING (OCT)
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2014 – INTERNATIONAL FOOD EVENING (OCT)
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2014 – INTERNATIONAL 
FOOD EVENING (OCT)
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2014 – CONFIRMATION 
(NOVEMBER)
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2014 – GARDENING/CLEANING OF CHURCH 
GROUNDS (NOVEMBER)



2014 – GARDEN OF REMEMBRANCE 
ENHANCEMENTS
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2014 – YEAR OF FAMILY CLOSING,        
HEALING SERVICE
(7 DEC)
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2014 – YEAR OF FAMILY CLOSING,        
(7 DEC)
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2014 – SVDP CHRISTMAS BRUNCH FOR 
POOR (10 DECEMBER)
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2014 – SVDP CHRISTMAS BRUNCH FOR 
POOR (10 DECEMBER)
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2014 – SVDP CHRISTMAS BRUNCH FOR 
POOR (10 DECEMBER)
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2014 – SVDP CHRISTMAS BRUNCH FOR 
POOR (10 DECEMBER)
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2015 – PASCHAL MEAL (APRIL)  
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2015 – PASCHAL MEAL (APRIL)  
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2015 – PASCHAL 
MEAL (APRIL)  
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2015 – PASCHAL MEAL (APRIL)  
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2015 - STATIONS OF THE CROSS (APRIL)  
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2015 - STATIONS OF THE CROSS (APRIL)  
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2015 - STATIONS OF THE CROSS (APRIL)  



2015 - STATIONS OF THE CROSS (APRIL)  





INTERNATIONAL FOOD EVENING
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2015 – IFE (3 OCTOBER)
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2015 – IFE (3 OCTOBER)
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2015 – IFE (3 OCTOBER)
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2015 – FIRST COMMUNION
(NOV)
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2015 – CONFIRMATION 
(OCT)
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128

2016 – FIRST CHURCH CALENDAR

San Francesco Catholic Church Calendar
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2016 - JANUARY: FR ANSTEY VISIT AFTER 
ORDINATION
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2016 - JANUARY: LAUNCH OF YEAR OF MERCY 
(31ST)
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2016 –MARCH, PASCHAL MEAL
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2016 – MARCH, PASCHAL MEAL
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2016 – MARCH, GOOD FRIDAY
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2016 – MARCH, GOOD FRIDAY



135

2016 –MARCH, GOOD FRIDAY



136

2016 – MARCH, GOOD FRIDAY
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2016 – MARCH, EASTER
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2016 – MARCH, EASTER
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2016 – MARCH, EASTER CELEBRATION



2016 – SVDP
CHRISTMAS IN JULY
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2016 - SVDP CHRISTMAS IN 
JULY
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2016 -AUGUST: YOM 
MISSION (13-18TH)
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2016 - AUGUST: YOM MISSION
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2016 - AUGUST: YOM MISSION
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2016 – 3 OCTOBER



2016 - OCTOBER: IFE (8TH)
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2016 - OCTOBER: IFE 
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2016 - OCTOBER: IFE 

148
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2016 - OCTOBER: IFE 
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2016 - OCTOBER: IFE



2016 - OCTOBER: IFE 
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2016 – NOVEMBER, CONFIRMATION (5TH)
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2016 – NOVEMBER, CONFIRMATION (5TH)
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2016 – NOVEMBER, CONFIRMATION (5TH)
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2016 – NOVEMBER, CONFIRMATION (5TH)
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2016 – NOVEMBER, FIRST COMMUNION (20TH)
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2016 – NOVEMBER, FIRST COMMUNION
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2016 – DECEMBER, CWL PENSIONERS PARTY 
(3RD)
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2016 – DECEMBER, CWL PENSIONERS PARTY 
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2016 – DECEMBER, CWL PENSIONERS PARTY
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2016 – DECEMBER, CWL PENSIONERS PARTY



2016 – DECEMBER, SVDP BRUNCH FOR THE 
POOR (14TH )
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2016 – DECEMBER, SVDP BRUNCH FOR THE POOR (14TH )
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2016 – DECEMBER, SVDP BRUNCH FOR THE POOR (14TH )



2016 - DECEMBER: LORRAINE FRAIL CARE CENTRE 
MIN OF COMMUNION VISIT/GIFT PACKS (14TH)
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2016 - DECEMBER: NATIVITY PLAY(25TH )
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2016 - DECEMBER: NATIVITY PLAY(25TH )
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2016 - DECEMBER: NATIVITY PLAY(25TH )
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2016 - DECEMBER: NATIVITY PLAY(25TH )
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2016 - DECEMBER: NATIVITY PLAY
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2016 - DECEMBER: NATIVITY PLAY(25TH )
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2016 - DECEMBER: NATIVITY PLAY(25TH )



173



174

2017 – FR AXELROD VISIT, 21 FEBRUARY



175

2017 – FR AXELROD VISIT, 21 FEBRUARY



176

2017 – FR AXELROD VISIT, 21 FEBRUARY
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2017 – FR AXELROD VISIT, 21 FEBRUARY



178

2017 – PASCHAL MEAL
10 APRIL
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2017 – PASCHAL MEAL,  10 APRIL
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2017 – HOLY THURSDAY
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2017 – HOLY THURSDAY
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2017 – HOLY THURSDAY



183

2017 – GOOD FRIDAY
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2017 – GOOD FRIDAY
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2017 – CWL JUBILEE CELEBRATION (MAY)
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CWL – STALWARTS

PEGGY 
BARNARD

UNDENE
GOUVERIS

&
NORA

PUGGIA

MABEL
FORELEE

DEIDRE
HURTER

BERYL 
ELFICK
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2017 – CWL JUBILEE CELEBRATION 
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2017 – CWL JUBILEE CELEBRATION (MAY)
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2017 – SVDP, HIGH TEA - MAY
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2017 – SVDP, HIGH TEA - MAY
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2017 – SVDP, HIGH TEA - MAY
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2017 – JUNE, ROSEMARY LUKE’S JUBILEE 
(SVDP 50 YEARS MEMBERSHIP)
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2017 – SVDP CONFERENCE, 25 JUNE

ROSEMARY LUKE’S
50TH (JUBILEE)
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2017 – CHRISTMAS IN JULY - SVDP



197

2017 – FUN WALK, 
9 SEP
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2017 – FUN WALK, 9 SEP
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2017 – FUN WALK, 9 SEP



200

2017 – FUN WALK, 9 SEP
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2017 – FUN WALK, 9 SEP
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2017 – JUBILEE MASS, 9 SEP
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2017 – JUBILEE MASS, 
9 SEP
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MANY THANKS FOR YOUR GENEROSITY 

AND SUPPORT OVER THE YEARS.

WE HAVE CERTAINLY COME A LONG 

WAY IN MOVING TOWARDS OUR VISION 

TO BE AN EVER GROWING, 

SPIRITUALLY ACTIVE, ENTHUSIASTIC, 

CARING, PARTICIPATIVE COMMUNITY, 

REACHING OUT TO ALL AMONG AND 

AROUND US


